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Thanks for Giving

A

s we ring in the New Year 2015, I’d first like to pause and reflect on
the contributions made by you, our Members, so far during this
League year.

I’ve had the honor to represent the League in a number of forums both locally and
internationally through the Association of Junior Leagues International (AJLI). The
one resounding theme you hear once you mention you’re a part of the Junior League
of Kansas City, Missouri is what an impressive organization we have built and how
we’re making such a significant difference in our community.
Here are just a few examples of the positive response to our dedication:

Photo by Jenny Wheat

• I received many compliments from a majority of Retailers at the 2014 Holiday
Mart regarding how pleased they were with the outcome of the event. Because of
the fantastic support of our Members and attention to their needs, retailers felt this
was a top notch event! Thanks to our Holiday Mart committee and all Members
who supported the event by working AMR shifts, promoting the event, spreading
your Member tickets to friends and family and shopping.
• When our League hosted the AJLI Organizational Development Institute (ODI)
Delegates from Honolulu to Canada and from California to Maine were extremely
grateful for our outstanding hospitality and the excellent training they received.
Anne Dalton, Chief Officer for Strategic Initiatives for AJLI, got a sneak peak
at our JL360 early actives program and our plans to launch the Issue Based
Community Impact (IBCI) approach for our new community platform. She
was thoroughly impressed with the framework and intended execution of both
programs. In fact, Anne and the AJLI Training team are interested in partnering
with us on JL360 to monitor progress that may one day be shared with other
Leagues.
• Finally, reviewing the mid-year community programming reports from our current
agency partners is such a pleasure. Eric Myser, Director of Development with Niles
Home for Children commended the Junior League volunteers for our commitment
to bringing fitness and nutritional programming to the young girls who have taken
part in the curriculum. So far the Niles committee has initiated numerous activities
to the girls from training for the Niles Home for Children 5K, zumba, yoga, ice
skating and much more. Eric stated, “The girls truly look forward to their Junior
League groups. They have formed bonds with the volunteers and view them as
mentors. Because the girls look up to them and respect them highly, they are
more willing to take in the information about diet and exercise they are given by
women, which would likely be ignored if given by others. The consistent support
demonstrated thus far by Junior League volunteers is critical to cultivating trust
between the girls and the volunteers and is to be commended.”

In Every Issue

President’s Letter

Each of these examples highlight what I believe is our biggest strength as an
organization – collaboration.
Helen Keller once said “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”  Her
words certainly ring true to the commitment, enthusiasm, creativity and endless work
to launch important initiatives that continue to keep our organization strong. This
enables us to make a difference and accomplish our mission.
Thanks for giving your time, talent and abilities. Together we have been able to
produce outstanding results and make a difference in Kansas City in so many
ways.  I’m looking forward to many more outstanding results in 2015!
Julie Randolph
2014-2015 Junior League of
Kansas City, Missouri President
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T

he Junior League of Kansas City, Missouri has announced the approval, from both the
Board and the Council, to update the council structure of the Community Action and
Impact Councils effective the 2015-2016 League year. Over the last 18 months, the
Impact Development Committee (IDC) has worked to create impact programming to succeed the
Children’s Nutrition and Fitness program. Through research in the community, speaking with
other Leagues, and surveying members, the Impact Development Committee created a list of
unmet needs. The committee felt it was necessary to include our mission to Promote voluntarism,
Develop the potential of women, and Improve the community (PDI) as we begin our new journey.

In League

Organizational Transition

With the Council structure established, the Committee proposed to the Board of Directors that
the League focus on Women and Children moving forward. In addition, IDC also proposed that
we adopt the Association of Junior League International’s (AJLI) Issue-Based Community Impact
model to use in the planning of future impact programs. Both recommendations were voted on
and passed. During the September General Membership meeting members were polled (instant
on-site electronic survey) on which issues they felt best reflect the League’s mission and which
issue they were personally drawn to. The survey showed Women’s Self-Sustainability, Childhood
Development and Abuse and Neglect were the highest ranked.

Why Issue-Based Community Impact (IBCI)?
1. Creation of programs with measurable goals. In the past, we have based our timelines on
the League year instead of working toward a goal. Moving forward we will set a measurable
goal for each Signature Program. The programs will continue until that goal is met. However,
it also allows for flexibility to make changes as needed to keep the program on target.
2. Collaboration with other community entities. Establishing long-lasting community
partnerships can make a larger impact in the community and gives the League more visibility
within the community.
3. Allows for multiple opportunities for membership. Having a broader area of programming,
our members have more options to volunteer their time within several focus areas.
JLKCMO develops unique programs fulfilling those needs along with the resources and volunteers
to support them. The money raised by the Junior League of Kansas City Missouri is largely given
back to the community in support of community programming in our chosen impact area. Since
1914, the JLKCMO has been making a difference in the community by donating more than
$15.7 million and more than 2.3 million hours of volunteer time. Change is inevitable and often
critical to a community’s success and of course, volunteers are an important part of making any
change successful.

Volunteers aren’t paid, not because they are worthless, but because
they are priceless. -Anonymous
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Holiday Mart

Holiday Mart 2014 is
in the Books!

W

e had a lot of successes in 2014, Holiday Mart being one of them, a major
highlight to our League year. Here are just a few stand out stats.
price of the ticket to $35 and sold 350
tickets!

Increased Marketing Efforts!
•
•
•
•

TV spot
Print ads in new publications
Yard signs
Honorary Chair, Christa Dubill

Spread Holiday Mart
awareness to JLKCMO
members
• 85% of JLKCMO members picked up
their tickets (compared to 50%
in 2013)!

Increased external awareness
of Holiday Mart
• Distributed 7,000 complimentary
tickets, and more than 50% were
used!
• Sold a record number of Ladies’
Night Out tickets! We decreased the

6
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We met the goals that we
set at the beginning of
the year!
1. Increase shopper satisfaction
2. Enhance the retailer experience
3. Drive more traffic to Holiday Mart

Highlights from Holiday
Mart 2014
•
•
•
•
•
•

500 AMR shifts completed
198 retailers
Total traffic = 21,207 shoppers!
2,082 additional shoppers
Overall increase of 11%
Biggest day was Saturday – we had a
23% increase in shoppers

We’d like to thank the businesses that helped us make
our 27th annual Holiday Mart another big success.

A Special Thank You to Our Sponsors!
American Laser
B&W Confections
ChristmasWarehouseSale.com
DMC Service
Door to Door Organics
The Goddard School for Early Childhood Development
Hotel Sorella
Kaldi’s Coffee Roasting Co
Kansas City Power & Light District
The Kansas City Star
KSHB 41 Action News
PB&J Restaurants, Inc.
Shawnee Mission Medical Center
Spaces Kansas City
Sutter Home Family Vineyards
Toto TV Productions
Trinchero Family Estates
RA Sushi Bart & Restaurant
Red Bull
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Celebrating Milestones
By Jen Scott

T

he Junior League of Kansas City, Missouri has a class of women unlike any
other. They are active citizens. They are professionally accomplished. For
more than 100 years, many have volunteered their time and talents to create a
vibrant organization that builds and sustains lifelong relationships between the League
and the Kansas City community.
As a tribute to the Active members who have served with distinction, excelled in their
placements, and brought an added luster to the League, we are recognizing 5, 10
and 15 year anniversaries. Please see the listing of the Active members celebrating
milestones at the end of this article.
When asked about why the decision was made to join the League, many responses
showed the commitment to community and the desire for friendship. Erika Brant,
who will be celebrating a 10-year anniversary, said this about joining the League: “It
has been the single best decision I made since leaving college. I have had so many
opportunities that I would never have gotten if I hadn’t joined. I was able to not only
make friends and network in the KC community, I was also able to advance my career
by taking on projects that I wouldn’t have had access to if I wasn’t a member.”
These women have been key to the success of the League and the League’s fundraising
events. Most of them have considered their Holiday Mart experiences to be their
favorite AMR. Several recommended visiting Cherry Republic for candies and salsa
and not forgetting to try all the dips!
Some of the favorite placements are Admissions, Holiday Mart, Nominating, New
Member and Training. When Cynthia Hinrichsen, who is celebrating a 5-year
anniversary, thinks back on her different placement opportunities, she urges everyone
“Don’t be afraid to branch outside of your comfort zone. If you’re not getting what
you want out of your placement or League experience, try something new before you
give up. The right placement can make all the difference in how much you enjoy your
League career.” Another 5-year anniversary holder, Katie Rooney, noted that “The
placement options are so varied that you should try anything you are interested in and
you will definitely be able to find your niche!”

What is your one
piece of advice that
you would offer a
new member or
someone on the
fence about joining
the League?

For a new member – talk to a seasoned
League member if you have questions
or are feeling you are not getting out
what you are putting in. They can help
you navigate through. For someone on
the fence – think of this as a great way
to learn more about your community,
generate new friendships, generate
more work-related contacts and
improve your leadership skills.

Joining the League has opened my
eyes to organizations that I would
never have known about. My son
attends Children’s TLC, and I would
not have known about what an
amazing school it is for children with
special needs had it not been for my
involvement with the League.

- Daphne Reitz, 15

It is what you make out of it. If you
want to get a lot out of it, make an
effort and put a lot into it. You won’t
be disappointed and the rewards are
immeasurable.

You get out of the League what you
put into it! I would say that if you are
looking to be involved with a great
group of women that can move
mountains – what are you waiting for?
- Jaymi Cotter, 10
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- Katie Ernzen, 10

- Erin Thompson, 5

Fifteen or More Active Years in the League
Maggie Ross

Tiffany Goddard

Jennifer Ray

Daphne Reitz

Adrian Humphrey
Jen Johnson
Debbie Karlstrand
Lenetra King
Lisa Martin
Leigh McCabe
Helen Meyer

Susan Mize
Sam Pitman
Lexie Soukup
Robyn Wagner
Lindsay Weiss
Laura Wildman

Katie Rooney
Robin Rowland
Julie Schlabach
Caitlin Scott
Katy Thein
Erin Thompson

Tracy Valenti
Jenni Welschmeyer
Ashley Wilson
Mandi Wright
Laura Yates

Ten Active Years in the League
Rebecca Arbuckle
Meredith Bell
Jen Bennett
Gayle Boyd
Erika Brant
Jaymi Cotter
Kristina Daggett

Ericka Duker
Jessica Earnshaw
Katie Ernzen
Maggie Goldsborough
Erin Gregory
Kelly Hancox
Amy Hill

In League

Thanks to these ladies for spending 5, 10 or even 15 years as Active Members with the League.
Congratulations!

Five Active Years in the League
Katie Adams
Yvonne Aune
Jennifer Brouhard
Meg Campbell
Kelly Cook
Kathryn Cotter
Casey Dreher
Emily Duffin
Stacie Engelmann
Jessica Fardella
Stacy Farr
Nicole Fisher
Jill Frasier
Jocelyn Gaddie
Rhonda Harrison
Kim Hill
Cynthia Hinrichsen
Sarah Kaiser

Sara Kilbride
Natalie King
Sarah Klittich
Erin Krug
Erin Lambert
Jana Larsen
Carody Lavender
Jessica McClain
Kristin McClasky
Elizabeth McDole
Felisha McDougald
Lindsay Merryfield
Jessica Mickelson
Katie O’Brien
Anna Phares
Juli Piper
Celtina Reinert
Kristal Ronnebaum
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In League

Take Five Hits the Town
By Mary Cisetti

I

t’s that time again – time to gather your friends, find a cute new cocktail dress, and
ready yourself for the JLKCMO’s cocktail party fundraiser – Take Five! For its
fourth year, Take Five will be hosted at one of Kansas City’s hottest new venues.
With fun music and a chance to walk away with $5,000 in hand, it’s an event not to be
missed. Mark your calendars for March 6 and prepare for a night to remember!
Every year since its beginning, Take Five has been held at the hottest new venues in
Kansas City – Marquee by AMC in the Power & Light District, The Foundation in
the West Bottoms, The Guild in the Crossroads – and this year, Hotel Sorella on the
Country Club Plaza. Each year, there is great food and drinks, fun and exciting enterto-win packages, live music and more – and 2015 will be no exception. Whether you
make it a date night or a fun night with friends, Take Five is where you want to be.
Take Five will be held on Friday, March 6, 2015, with the VIP party from 7:00 - 8:00
and general admission 8:00 - 11:00 pm. The event is open to the public, so Junior
League members are encouraged to invite friends, family and significant others.
Additionally, the night of the event, there will be
free valet service provided, as well as, free wine
and beer throughout the evening. Hotel Sorella is
going all out to support Take Five. Not only are they
providing the space for the event, but they are also
providing the food and dessert included in the
ticket price.
Coupling the exquisite venue is the entertainment
for the evening – Lost Wax, a premiere party
band offering stocks of funky tracks spanning four
decades of pop, rock, hip hop and R&B. From the
Temptations to Justin Timberlake, Chaka Khan to
Bruno Mars, Lost Wax is sure to keep you dancing
the night away.
Continued …

Save the Date
Take Five
Friday, March 6, 2015
at 8 pm
Hotel Sorella Country
Club Plaza,
901 W. 48th Pl.,
Kansas City, MO

10
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Tickets:
Take Five Single Admission tickets are
available for $60 that includes 1 ticket
to the event from 8-11 pm. The Take
Five VIP Package for $100 includes a
ticket for 1 for the event and admission
to the VIP party from 7-8 pm. The VIP
party attendees will be leaving with
a swag bag full of goodies from
local shops!
You can also get a great deal by
purchasing the Take Five VIP Hotel

Package for $299 which includes the
following: 2 VIP Tickets to Take Five,
2 VIP Gift Bags and 1 Night Stay on
the night of the event at Hotel Sorella.
There is only a limited number of these
packages available, so don’t wait to
purchase your tickets!
All tickets are available for purchase at
jlkc.org or at JLKCMO Headquarters.
Don’t wait – this event will sell out
soon. See you there!

In addition to the $5,000 giveaway, there will be several raffle packages valued
between $500 – $1,000 on the day of the event. Tickets for these raffle drawings may
be purchased the same ways as those for the $5,000 giveaway, and are priced at $5
per ticket, $20 for 5 tickets, or $50 for 13. There is no limit on the number of tickets
purchased, but winners must be present to win.
Further information about the Take Five social event will be shared with membership via Junior League eBlasts and on the JLKCMO Take Five Facebook Page
(facebook.com/TakeFiveKC). If you and/or your business are interested in sponsorship
opportunities or would like to make a donation to Take Five, please contact Taylor
Miller (taylornashmiller@gmail.com) or Ashley Wilson (Ashley.r.wilson1@gmail.com).

jlkc.org | Winter 2014
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Now, while ambiance, food and drink, and entertainment will bring the evening to
life – the fabulous event wouldn’t be complete without an opportunity to take home
$5,000 at the end of the evening! Tickets for the $5,000 giveaway are $25 each and
may be purchased at JLKCMO Headquarters, 9215 Ward Parkway, Kansas City,
MO; by calling JLKCMO HQ, (816) 444-2112; at JLKCMO General Membership
Meetings, and at Take Five. You do NOT need to be present to win the $5,000 raffle
drawing. Ticket sales are capped at 500 tickets.
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By The Numbers

H

ealthy U started in 2010 and includes several focus areas such as nutrition
and undernourishment, healthy choices, eating on a budget and fitness
programming. For the past five years, Healthy U has been the League’s
Community Impact signature program with a goal of helping to build a healthier
Kansas City.

BackSnack’s
serves 150
elementary
students each
year and 100
students each
summer.

University Academy, a K-12 college preparatory public charter academy that
emphasizes college preparation, career development, community service and leadership
was chosen as the school community that benefited from the Healthy U program.
Healthy U focuses on fighting food insecurity, student nutrition education, parent
nutrition and cooking education, obesity prevention programming and fitness
programming at all levels within the school.

Nutrition Club gives food
insecure middle schoolers
over 5,000 meals each
school year.

One of our main partners
is Harvesters, which
serves 26 counties in
Northeast Kansas and
Northwest Missouri.

Nutrition Club serves 50 middle
school students each year.

Teen Eats educates
80 middle school
students each year
to make healthier
lifestyle choices.

Junior League BackSnack’s
volunteers handle 60 boxes of
food each week.

In 2013, University Academy
graduates earned a combined
$1.3 million in college scholarships
and 100% of graduates were
accepted to college.

Family Dinners serves 20
families each semester.

“Committed to doing my best for clients!”
IF YOU WANT ...
Someone watching an area for you, to help you
find that special home in a desired location.
Inside knowledge of today’s real estate market
and housing/decor trends to protect your investment.
Insight on our area’s neighborhoods
- their schools, amenities & unique features.

Mina Steen, MS
minas@kansascityhomes.com
913.481.2804 mobile
913.981.2868 office
minasteen.kansascityhomes.com

KANSAS CITY
HOMES
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A smooth, enjoyable process finding
and purchasing a home you love.
Sound guidance in preparing
and selling your home
at optimal value.
FOR ANY OR ALL OF THE ABOVE I’D LOVE TO RECEIVE YOUR CALL.

One Diaper at a Time
By: Holli Conklin-Ellison

I

t’s 3:00 am and four-month old baby Jackson is awake, again, crying. His mother,
Sarah, is at her wit’s end because she has to be at her first of two jobs in just a
few hours and little baby Jackson has been up for most of the night. He doesn’t
suffer from colic, he’s well fed, and very loved. So what’s wrong with this baby? Sarah
struggles to make ends meet. She’s working multiple part-time jobs to pay the bills and
just spent her last $10 to put gas in her car so she could get to work in the morning,
leaving sweet four-month old baby Jackson without diapers. Jackson and Sarah are like
many other low-income families in the Kansas City area who are in desperate need of
diaper assistance.
Jill Gailkowski wanted to make a difference in Kansas City when she started
HappyBottoms in 2010. Since its inception, the organization has grown to serve
more than 17,000 children who are in need of diaper assistance. Jill now serves on the
HappyBottoms board as the Founding Director alongside some of the community
partners including Sister Berta from Operation Breakthrough and Patt Papenfuhs from
Ronald McDonald House Charities. Leading the charge with their amazing team are
Liz Sutherlin and Pam Sutherlin who work tirelessly, with the League’s support, to
provide more than 2,369,602 diapers to the community. Their mission is to provide
diapers for low-income families in the metro area through donations, both financial
and in-kind, while raising awareness of the need for diapers makes them an incredible
partner organization for the JLKCMO. Committee members have generously
donated their time and energy to help support this incredible organization for the
last two years.

Community

Changing Lives in Kansas City:

So far, in 2014, HappyBottoms committee members have volunteered their time each
month preparing and packaging diapers for distribution at the warehouse located in
Lenexa, Kansas. In addition to monthly volunteer shifts, committee members have
also served HappyBottoms by delivering donations to the warehouse, participating
in diaper drives, and through their active involvement in planning, setting up, and
executing the annual HappyBottoms Attitudes of Gratitude event at the Roasterie
in November. The commitment of HappyBottoms committee members has made
a tremendous impact on the community and to the organization’s efforts at helping
children and families.
HappyBottoms has an
incredible group of JLKCMO
volunteers serving on the
committee this year, many
of whom are volunteering
for a second year with the
organization. The League’s
commitment to developing
the potential of women
From Left: JLKCMO HappyBottoms Committee
by preparing them for
members Adrienne Allin, Kristen Hilgers, Jessica
involvement within the
Allin and Lisa Comfort.
community is apparent
especially with one committee
member Jessica Allin, who went from serving as the 2013-2014 HappyBottoms chair
to heading up volunteer efforts for HappyBottoms at Barkley, where she works as a
Marketing Manager. Additionally, Jessica worked alongside her sister Adrienne Allin
and fellow committee member Kristen Hilgers to help plan the Attitudes of Gratitude
event in 2014. The hard work and dedication of the HappyBottoms committee has
helped to make their mission possible so babies like Jackson and mothers like Sarah
don’t have to worry about where their next diaper will come from.

Pictured above: Happy
Bottoms Committee
members with Community
Action Director Jessica
Peltzer. Back Row: Adrienne
Allin, Jessica Allin, Candis
Brahmavar, Jessica Peltzer,
Lisa Comfort, and Kristen
Hilgers. Front Row: Jennifer
Eckert, Kristin Schroeder
and Jennifer Brouhard.
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Planned Giving: More than
Just Writing a Check
By Kate Goad

K

ansas City consistently ranks among the
most philanthropic cities in America. In
2013, Kansas City donors gave almost
$16 billion to various nonprofit organizations.
Individual donations make up a large part of
the donations to nonprofits, but there are many
other vehicles are available to donors. The
various options are grouped under the name:
Planned Giving.

the balance of the assets will be transferred
to the nonprofit. In this way, a donor can set
aside money for a nonprofit while ensuring a
steady income stream during their lifetime.
This income stream will generally be equal to a
certain percentage of the assets, or the income
of the trust. The donor can take an immediate
income tax deduction for the value of the
remainder interest, and can shelter capital gains.

Direct gifts to an organization during your lifetime
are the simplest charitable transactions. Donations
can be monetary or in-kind. Direct gifts give a
donor an immediate charitable deduction on their
income tax returns, if they itemize.

If the donor wishes instead to create an income
stream for the nonprofit, while leaving a legacy
for their non-charitable beneficiaries, they can
create a Charitable Lead Trust. This will provide
the nonprofit with an income stream of either
a percentage of the assets or the income of the
trust. Upon the death of the donor, the balance
of the assets will be transferred to the donor’s
non-charitable beneficiaries. This will freeze
the value of the property for gift and estate tax
purposes, while allowing the remainder to grow
during your lifetime and the appreciation left
in excess of the charitable distributions will be
distributed to your beneficiaries tax-free.

Another simple giving technique is to make
a charitable bequest in your will or trust
document. This will distribute money or
property to the nonprofit upon your death. This
gift is not completed until your death, and will
not generate a charitable deduction on your
income tax, but will allow a charitable deduction
to be made on your estate tax return, if filed.
From here, it gets more complex. Charitable
gifts that are not made outright are called
split interest gifts. With a split interest gift,
only a portion of the assets set aside will be
considered to be a charitable gift. The most
common types of split interest gifts are made
through irrevocable trusts. These more complex
strategies require the assistance of an attorney
well-versed in estate and charitable planning.
The first type, and most common, is a
Charitable Remainder Trust. In this type of
trust, a donor makes a gift, retaining an income
stream for themselves, and upon their death,

Kansas City,

Finally, donors can create a private foundation.
This is the most complex of the methods
to administer, and is like running a family
business. The rules are complex, and require
the assistance of legal counsel to navigate. But
this method allows for large endowments to be
managed by the family in perpetuity.
These are just a few of the vehicles available
to donors to make charitable gifts. For more
information, you can go to the National
Philanthropic Trust website, nptrust.org/ or
locally, Nonprofit Connect at npconnect.org.

In 2013, $415 billion donated nationwide.
In 2013, KC gave $16 billion.

3rd in the Nation in
2013 Philanthropic Giving

Source Philanthropy Grows, But So Does Need, KC Star, 12/23/2013
Charity Navigator 2013 Metro Market Study
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By Carrie-Lynn Rodenberg

I

f you’re like me, you probably loved your New Member
Year and looked forward to a little more relaxed, albeit great,
first Active year.

However, early Active members have shared that although they loved their New Member year, they
felt disconnected once they became Active members. They missed the small group connections and
felt unprepared for their placements. They were open to and seeking advisement, but didn’t know
where to turn.
The JLKCMO responded to this common experience with the creation of a program called JL360,
specifically designed for early Actives.

In League

JL360 – Launching an Early
Leadership Program

I interviewed Dena Nash, the Leadership Institute Co-Chair and a co-head of this program (her
counter part is Ashley Bieck), to find out more details.
Carrie-Lynn: What will JL360 offer early
Actives?
Dena: JL360 will offer early Actives in their
first through third year a one-year, missionfocused placement that will introduce members
to all aspects of the League, deliver unique
League experiences and establish concepts that
participants will be able to use throughout their
Junior League career and beyond.
C-L: How will it work?
D: During the pilot year of JL360, 60 early
Actives will participate in a one-year, missionfocused membership experience. JL360 will
be their placement for the entire year and will
include 20 touch points.
Comprised of five competency-based modules,
the program will be taught using adulteducation principles. The five module topics
are: JL360 Kick-off (Interest Inventory, Personal
Board of Directors and Volunteer Career
Mapping), JL Basics, Financial Management,
Governance and Community. Each member will
attend the five modules, choose an experiential
activity to coincide with each module and
participate in a small group debrief session for
each module.
C-L: How will it change the JLKCMO?
D: JL360 has the potential to be a game changer
for our Junior League. It will help early active
members be more knowledgeable, engaged and
ready for placement opportunities, which will

create stronger Junior League representatives
and more women who are qualified for
leadership positions.
JL360 also has the potential to increase
membership retention. When surveyed, early
Actives had every intention of being part of the
Junior League for more than 10 years, but both
local and national history shows that Junior
Leagues lose members between years 3-5. JL360
will help our members understand all of the
options we have to offer.
C-L: What inspired you and Ashley to create
and work on this program?
D: Since neither of us is from Kansas City, the
Junior League has been instrumental in helping
us feel connected to and a part of the Kansas
City community. Like many members, since
we joined, we’ve gotten engaged, married,
pregnant, had babies, gone to grad school,
changed jobs and so much more. The Junior
League has been with us every step of the way
and has given us so many opportunities over
the years. For example, Ashley led the League’s
impact area, while I chaired Holiday Mart,
our largest fundraiser. And we’ve both served
on the Board of Directors twice. Through
every opportunity, we’ve met and volunteered
with incredible women, from new members to
Actives to sustainers. JL360 is just one way we
can give back to the League and help us show
other women their potential.
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In League

The Power of a “Like”
by Kristin Clarke

W

e often ask our members to like us on Facebook, and even more often, we
ask them to like our updates and the things the Junior League shares on
Facebook (photos, blog posts, articles, etc.). We promise there’s a good reason.

The stories that show in your News Feed are
influenced by your connections and activity on
Facebook. This helps you to see more stories
that interest you from friends you interact with
the most. The number of comments and likes
a post receives and what kind of story it is
(ex: photo, video, status update) can also make
it more likely to appear in your News Feed.

Currently, the League’s official page, facebook.
com/JLKCMO, has approximately 1,400 likes,
a number we’re looking to increase. Our social
media coordinator, Abagail Pumphrey, has
set a marketing council goal of achieving 2,328
likes. However in recent years, Facebook has
limited the amount of people who will see our
normal posts even if they already like our page.
Here’s where you come in. By liking our posts
or even commenting on them, you increase the
likelihood of more people seeing our efforts.
And by increasing membership engagement with
League activities on Facebook, we increase our
advertising potential to non-members. Consider
it Facebook’s version of the ripple effect.

Likes are just the beginning. Commenting on any post by the League further helps
to promote us to your connections. And a further boost would be to click the “share”
feature of any of our posts you deem worthy for your friends and family to see.
“Sharing” is the ultra-like and re-posts the item to your newsfeed. We don’t need you
to go share-crazy, but we won’t stop you if you do.
But for now, we like likes.
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#HolidayMartKC

D

id you enjoy Holiday Mart? Our members on
Instagram sure did. All the images displayed here
were tagged on Instagram using #HolidayMartKC,
#HMselfie, #HMhaul, #jlkcmo, or posted by our own @
JLKCMO instagram account. Join in the hashtagging fun!
And if you are already, keep up the good work.
A hashtag is a word or an unspaced phrase prefixed with the
number sign (“#”). Words in posts on social networks such as
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram may be tagged by putting “#”
before them, either as they appear in a sentence, (e.g., “Successful
meeting tonight at #JLKCMO headquarters.”) or appended to it
(e.g., “Had an awesome meeting tonight! #JLKCMO”).
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Community

Agency Partner Spotlight:

Lazarus Ministries
By Kori Crouse

L
You can support Lazarus
Ministries by donating
online at http://
grandavenuetempleumc.org/
lazarus-ministries/

azarus Ministries is located in the Historic Grand Avenue Temple
United Methodist Church at the corner of 9th and Grand. In the
mid-1990’s, when the plight of downtown Kansas City fell to its
lowest point, Grand Avenue Temple began to address the needs of the
homeless and hungry. In 1996, Lazarus Table was formed, serving 10,000
meals during its first year. Lazarus Table later changed its name to Lazarus
Ministries in order to better reflect its expanded services to the urban core.
In addition to utilizing over 2,000 volunteers and serving over 25,000 meals
each year, Lazarus Ministries also serves the homeless by providing:
• Free health clinic, served by
UMKC medical students
• Access to a free eye clinic
• Boutique, where clothing and
personal hygiene items are
provided

Your donation of:
$100 provides breakfast for
160 people.
$50 provides one week of
shelter to a woman in need.

• Women’s Shelter, open
December through April
• Shower and laundry facilities for
Women’s Shelter residents
• Hair Salon
• Library

Beyond each of these programs the most important thing Lazarus Ministries
provides is a sense of community and a place to belong to those living
on the fringe. It is the intention of Lazarus Ministries to emphasize that
the homeless individuals they serve are people on a “journey,” that they
are people in transition, and that they are indeed worthy of care and
consideration. This past year, League members served Lazarus Ministries
by working as personal shoppers in the Boutique or preparing and serving
weeknight dinners at the Women’s Shelter.

Comings & Goings

With the help of supporters like the Junior League of Kansas City, Missouri,
Lazarus Ministries can continue giving what they give best … unlimited
compassion.
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A Warm Welcome to:
Sustainers Susan Healy, Sandra Smith and Felicity Wiedeman, who reinstated their memberships.
Precious Cushman (A), who
transferred in from Atlanta, GA

Enid Dickson (S), who
transferred in from the
Wyandotte and Johnson
County League

Nancy Schall (S), who transferred
in from Annapolis, MD

Mary Pfeifer (A), who
transferred out to Northwest
Arkansas
Angie Pohlman (A), who
transferred out to Omaha, NE
Catherine Rapp (A), who
transferred out to Colorado

Springs, CO
Alexandra Kurth (NM), who
transferred out to Phoenix, AZ
Kelley Willis (S), who
transferred out to Dallas, TX

A Fond Farewell to:
Erin Lawless (A), who
transferred out to New York
City, NY
Kimberly Nolan (A), who
transferred out to Omaha, NE
Kristin Norell (A), who
transferred out to Chicago, IL

Our Deepest Sympathy to:
The family of Gertrude
Oliver, who passed away on
August 18, 2014
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The family of Mary Jo Truog,
who passed away on November
27, 2014

The family of Trula Guiou
Hunt, who passed away on
December 11, 2014

Community

Understanding the
Realities of Homelessness

T

here is no single cause for homelessness. Homelessness is the result of several
factors that when combined hinder the individual’s ability to maintain stability
and function in society. We likely know someone in our immediate family that
has one or two factors on the list, but the homeless usually have three or more of these
factors. The fifteen factors include:
• Mental Illness – Severe and
persistent mental illness, such as
schizophrenia or bipolar disorder
• Physical Disability – Profound
injuries, illness or birth defects
or socially debilitating physical
traits such as disfigurement, dental
deficiences or obesity
• Educational Deficiencies – The
inability to read or write, the lack of
basic academic skills or no high school
diploma or equivalent
• Severe Trauma – A history of sexual
abuse, combat, catastrophic loss of
family or a similar traumatic event
• Addiction – Drugs, alcohol, sex,
gambling and other addictions
• Severe Family Dysfunction –
Abusive parents, broken homes,
multiple residences or caregivers
• No Family or Significant Support
System – Total lack of family or
support systems due to death,
alienation or institutional childhood
• Learning Disabilities – Dyslexia,
ADD and other disorders which
interfere with education and life
functioning

• Developmental Disabilities –
Low IQ or head injury that hinders
intellectual functioning
• Criminal History – The existence of
a criminal record that seriously limits
opportunity
• Limited Occupational Skill Set –
The inability to do anything beyond
the most basic manual labor
• Transportation Deficiencies –
The inability to purchase, maintain,
insure or legally drive a car or obtain
transportation through public or
private means
• Life Skill Deficiency – The
inability to manage the most basic
life functions such as hygiene,
housing, transportation, finance and
relationships
• Prior Long Term
Institutionalization – An extended
stay in foster care, juvenile
institutions, mental hospitals, prison
or other institutions
• Generational Poverty – Two or
more generations dependent on public
assistance or charity for basic living
needs that has fostered an attitude of
hopelessness

If you would like to
know more about
how you can serve
the homeless, contact
Lazarus Ministries, one
of our new community
partners, on the web:
grandavenuetempleumc.org/
lazarus-ministries/

The reality is that in our American economy, the homeless often fall to the back of the
pack in the race for the American dream and have little chance of entering into the
mainstream of society. It’s called living on the margins of society.

Wedding

Announcement
Caitlin (O’Neal) Scott married Rob
Scott on Friday, August 30, 2014
at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in
Kansas City, MO. The couple spent
their honeymoon in Hawaii.
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