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During our 100th Anniversary this year, the League has visited many of these 
organizations to commemorate this milestone year. Here’s to 100 more years of 
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Wow! As President you are 
asked to write the opening 
article for each issue of 

Inside Scoop. For many, including me, 
the blank screen (or paper…) can be 
daunting. It is especially so for this final 
issue of the 2013-2014 League year 
summing up the amazing celebrations, 
honors mixed with our regular League 
work, and bringing this special year to a  
close. Nonetheless, I will attempt to  
do just that. 

What a fabulous year-long celebration 
of our 100 years of making an impact 
in Kansas City! We kicked off the 
year by raising the flag and installing 

a historical collage 
at Headquarters 
and hosting the 
Celebrating a Century 
of Service Luncheon 
with Hoda Kotb. 
Throughout the 
year we published 
the Kansas City 
Star insert, received 
a proclamation 
at Advocacy Day 
in Jefferson City, 
volunteered at Ronald 
McDonald House for 
our service project, 
celebrated the $1 
million gift to the 
Kansas City Zoo and 
raised funds for the 
100th Anniversary 
Legacy Fund … just 
to name a few! The 
year was all about 
bringing our history 
to life – honoring the 
past and inspiring us 
for the next 100 years.

In addition to 
celebrating our 
anniversary; it was full 
of wonderful examples 
of recognition for 
the work we do 
each year. Members 
of the current and 
incoming Board of 
Directors were proud 
to represent the 
League in receiving 

the Excellence in Nonprofit Leadership 
Award from Support Kansas City. 
The honor is awarded for strong fiscal 
management and sound strategic focus. 
Thank you to all of our members who 
helped pave the way over the years for 
us to be honored with this award. 

As we approach the final year of our 
impact area of Children’s Nutrition and 
Fitness, it was amazing to hear about 
the difference we are making through 
Healthy U, our partnership with 
University Academy and Harvesters. 
Since our involvement began, the 
percentage of students screened who 
are overweight lowered by 24% – plus, 
during that time attendance improved 
and test scores increased. That is success!

I am incredibly humbled and honored 
to serve as President during this 
milestone anniversary. When I had the 
opportunity to be a part of the 100th 
Anniversary Committee as Assistant 
Treasurer, I had no idea that I would 
be sitting in the President’s chair years 
later – much less as the President during 
this amazing year. I was blessed with a 
strong, inspiring group of women on 
the Board of Directors and incredibly 
supportive Headquarters staff. Our 
time together was productive and full of 
laughs. I am also very proud of what the 
Board of Directors accomplished with 
our three Board Priorities.

As we close out our anniversary 
year, a special thank you to all of our 
members! It is because of you that we 
have the opportunity to celebrate this 
anniversary. I am in awe when I see 
how much our members continue to 
give to support our organization – this 
year was over the top! I also want to 
thank my friends and family, both near 
and far, who supported and encouraged 
me through this year. I am blessed 
and I thank you for the opportunity to 
serve during this special year. Cheers 
to another 100 years of bringing 
our Mission to life by promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of 
women and improving Kansas City!

Marissa Schaffner
2013-2014 Junior League of  
Kansas City, Missouri President

Photo by Julie Scheidegger

In E
very Issue

President’s Letter

Board Priorities

1. Introduction of the concept 
of Issue-Based Community 
Impact, which is a tiered 
impact methodology initiative 
from the Association of Junior 
Leagues International, to better 
understand how the concept 
can fit at JLKCMO. Janine Le 
Sueur from AJLI visited to explain 
the concept and we reviewed 
materials throughout the year. 
The Impact Development 
Committee is laser focused  
on how to incorporate it into 
future projects.

2. Focus on long term plans for 
our largest fundraiser, Holiday 
Mart, and how we continue its 
success for years to come. We 
formed a Holiday Mart Strategy 
Committee which began meeting 
earlier this year. This group will 
focus on the long term business 
details behind Holiday Mart.

3. Evaluation of the JLKCMO brand 
and what differentiates us from 
other organizations with whom 
we compete for members and 
contributions. After researching 
both internally and externally, 
an elevator speech card was 
developed. This was rolled out at 
the May GMM and will continue 
to be presented and available to 
all our members.
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Rachel Sexton, Director of Fund Development

•	Determined	the	best	way	to	support	the	holistic	approach	to	our	fundraising	efforts	
is to wait until the end of the year to announce the total revenue raised versus 
announcing the amount raised by each individual event
•	Celebrated	very	successful	Holiday	Mart	and	Take	Five	events
•	Implemented	a	new	operational	structure	with	Gifts	&	Funding	branching	into	its	

own committee
•	Secured	major	wins	in	both	cash	and	in-kind	donations	through	the	Sponsorship	

Committee
•	Designed	and	launched	sponsor	“Thank	You”	leave	behind	cards	for	all	members	 

to use

(From left) Patsy Amick, 
Amy Tysseling, Allison 

Taylor, Theresa Uchytil-
Etler, Colleen Goldblatt, 

Jen Ray, Julie Randolph, 
Hoda Kotb, Marissa 

Schaffner, Jessica 
Earnshaw, Gina Stingley, 
Mary Jo Saviano, Ericka 

Duker, Kori Crouse, 
Rachel Sexton and 

Rebecca Arbuckle at 100th 
Anniversary Luncheon. (Not 

pictured Betsy Lynch and 
Mina Steen).

Marissa Schaffner, Julie Stoner, Lisa Kalell and 
Rachel Sexton at Holiday Mart 2013.

It’s a Wrap!
2013-2014 Board of Directors Achievements

As our 2013-14 League year wraps up, several Board of Directors shared their 
achievements from this past year. Congratulations and thank you to all of our 
members – New, Active and Sustainers for your contributions to the League. 
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Patsy Amick, Allison Taylor, Jen Ray and Rebecca 
Arbuckle at 100th Anniversary Luncheon.

2013-2014  
League Awards

Congratulations 
to the following 
members for being 
outstanding leaders 
in the League. They 
were announced as 
award winners during 
the May 2014 Annual 
Meeting at the 
Kansas City Zoo. 

Leader of the Year 
Cat Boles,  
Placement Chair

Advancing  
the Mission 
Bettine Freeman, 
Training Chair

Above and  
Beyond Award 
Jennifer Graves,  
General  
Meetings Chair
Kathleen Johansen, 
Inside Scoop Editor
Samara Nash, 
Truman Heritage 
Habitat for  
Humanity Chair

Active of the Year 
Jill Frasier,  
Impact Development 
Committee

New Member  
of the Year 
Heather Hickerson

Committee  
of the Year 
100th Anniversary 
Committee
Community Issues 
and Advocacy 
Committee

Gina Stingley, Director of Community Impact

•	Attended	Advocacy	Day	in	Jefferson	City	where	we	were	recognized	with	
proclamations celebrating our 100th Anniversary
•	Met	with	Kansas	City,	Missouri	City	Council	members	to	educate	them	about	our	

League and learn more about needs in our city
•	Strengthened	community	partnerships	with	DeLaSalle,	the	Cleaver	Family	YMCA,	

Operation Breakthrough, Kansas City Academy and Sheffield Place
•	Educated	40	kids	from	the	Boys	and	Girls	Club	about	healthy	eating	through	our	

Kids in the Kitchen program
•	Ended	our	impact	area’s	fourth	year	on	a	positive	note:	obesity	rates	are	down	 

24% at University Academy, thanks in part to our Healthy U programming

Allison Taylor, Director of Membership

•	Implemented	new	Learn	It,	Live	It	program	for	New	Members	and	the	first-ever	
training for New Member Advisors
•	Completed	a	membership	demographics	survey	in	November	2013	(219	Actives	

and 57 New Members participated)
•	Recruited	110	New	Members,	held	outreach	events	at	Sprint	and	Cerner,	and	

streamlined the admissions process
•	Updated	placement	procedures	and	revived	the	Placement	Fair
•	Created	and	hosted	Our	League	At	Work	Tours	to	give	New	Members	and	Actives	

a glimpse of our history with community partners and the impact made by the 
League

Kori Crouse, Bylaws Chair

•	Continually	revised	all	
policies and procedures
•	Trained	Board	on	

parliamentary procedure 
•	Trained	councils	on	bylaws,	

policies and procedures
•	Created new practice of 

making policy changes a  
joint effort
•	Revised bylaws

Kori Crouse, Jessica Earnshaw and Theresa 
Uchytil-Etler at 100th Anniversary Luncheon.
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When Julie Randolph joined 
the League 14 years ago, she 
was looking for opportunities 

to become involved in the community 
and meet new friends. After serving and 
chairing a variety of League committees, 
she will lead the League as 2014-2015 
President. As we begin our next century 
of service, this lifelong Kansas Citian 
reflects on her membership experience 
and shares her goals for the League.

What did you learn as  
President-Elect?
Our organization has some amazing and 
talented members who are dedicated to 
our Mission. We should all be proud of 
what we have achieved together so far and 
the potential of what has to follow as we 
begin our second century. 

We are making a difference in the Kansas 
City community – not only through our 
funding, but through our members who 
give so much back to those in need. 

There’s so much potential to continue our 
legacy in Kansas City and make a lasting 
impact.

What are your goals for the 
League as 2014-2015 President?
To open new doors and discover 
ways we can align ourselves within 
the community to make a significant 
difference. I also want to build a roadmap 
for the future and reflect on how we can 
transform ourselves focusing on member 
enrichment. 

What are you looking forward to 
next year?
I am honored to serve our organization. 
There are so many things I’m looking 
forward to next year. The opportunity 
to connect with our members and 
continue developing relationships 
linking JLKCMO to key partners and 
community stakeholders on all fronts 
from membership, fund development 
and training to the community side. Also 
looking forward to:

•	Celebrating	the	measurable	progress	

and success we have made within 
our Children’s Nutrition and Fitness 
impact area.
•	Having	the	opportunity	to	be	the	

host League of AJLI’s Organizational 
Development Institute, October 
24-26, 2014. This is an amazing 
opportunity to show off our city to 
so many delegates across the 293 
Leagues world-wide. They’ll be 
visiting for an intensive training 
weekend and will take back many 
valuable tools and resources to allow 
their Leagues to learn and grow.
•	Continuing	to	build	significant	

moments that invite New Members, 
Actives and Sustainers to give back to 
Kansas City together!
•	Rolling	out	our	brand	presence	

externally.

In your 14 years of membership, 
what are the top three things 
you’ve learned? 
•	Planning – learning appropriate skills 

on how to plan effectively regardless 
of the initiative. 
•	Relationship – understanding the 

value and culture of relationship 
building and how it relates to the big 
picture and overarching strategy of 
JLKCMO. Whatever area you may be 
working on any given year it’s not just 
about what committee or placement 
you’re on but how that fits with the 
overall initiative of the organization. 
•	Giving back in a community facing 

role – being a part of our impact area 
when it was focused on Children’s 
Literacy affected me greatly. Seeing 
the positive results that can come of 
what programs we invest ourselves in 
and how every bit of our efforts pays 
off to help serve unmet needs to so 
many citizens of Kansas City.

Describe your overall JLKCMO 
experience in three words? 
Inspiring, Educational and Fulfilling. 

Past Placements 

2000-2001 
Provisional Year

2001-2002  
Action Team

2002-2003 
Leadership Institute

2003-2004  
New Member Small 

Group Leader 

2004-2005  
Mentoring Committee

2005-2006  
Member-at-Large 

Marketing Council

2006-2007  
Mentoring 

Committee Co-Chair

2007-2008  
Hooked on Books  

Co-Chair and 100th 
Anniversary Ad  

Hoc Committee

2008-2009 
Community Impact 

Council Director 

2009-2010 
Community Impact 

Council Director 

2010-2011  
Grant Writing Chair

2011-2012  
Planning Council 

Director

2012-2013  
100th Anniversary 

Programs Chair

2013-2014  
President-Elect
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KANSAS CITY
HOMES

Mina Steen, MS
minas@kansascityhomes.com

913.481.2804 mobile
913.981.2868 office

minasteen.kansascityhomes.com

IF YOU WANT ...

Someone watching an area for you, to help you 
find that special home in a desired location.

Inside knowledge of today’s real estate market 
and housing/decor trends to protect your investment.

Insight on our area’s neighborhoods 
- their schools, amenities & unique features.

A smooth, enjoyable process finding 
and purchasing a home you love.

Sound guidance in preparing 
and selling your home at optimal value.

FOR ANY OR ALL OF THE ABOVE - 
I’D LOVE TO RECEIVE YOUR CALL.

“Committed to doing my best for clients!”

Impact Update: 
Roadmap to Our Future
By Ashley Elston, Impact Development Chair 

The Impact Development Committee has been busy this past League year!  
We have completed the following projects:

•	Reviewed	AJLI’s	Issue-Based	
Community Impact module 
and adopted their Multi-Tiered 
Methodology to develop the next 
impact area.
•	Hosted	Janine	Le	Sueur,	AJLI	

Director of Education & Programs, to 
present the Issue-Based Community 
Impact module to the Board of 
Directors and Impact Development 
Committee.
•	Researched	needs	in	the	Greater	

Kansas City community.
•	Researched	the	impact	areas	of	other	

Junior Leagues.
•	Gathered	member	feedback	through	

a survey at November In-Home 
Meetings.
•	Gathered	additional	member	feedback	

and provided education at the January 
Town Hall Meeting.
•	Visited	councils	to	update	and	provide	

information.
•	Met	with	community	and	nonprofit	

organizations to gain additional 
information on existing and needed 
programming to address the needs in 
the area.

The future looks bright and we are excited to be a part of it! Stay tuned for more 
information from the Impact Development Committee.

In Leag
ue
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Kids’ Night Out at the Y
By Rachel Price, Inside Scoop Writer

As temperatures heated up outside this past spring so did the 
atmosphere inside the Cleaver Family YMCA. Members of the 
League’s YMCA Healthy Lifestyle Committee got children’s  

minds and bodies moving during Kids’ Night Out. Held on Saturday 
nights, League volunteers entertained children with activities like 
puzzles, blocks, jungle gyms, stories, dinner and a movie. The program 
provides parents the option of free, safe childcare and children play with 
their friends while interacting with League 
volunteers. Families love Kids’ Night Out and  
so does the League. 

The YMCA is part of the League’s 2013-2014 
Community	Volunteers	&	Grants	program.	In	
addition to our members serving as volunteers, 
YMCA also received a $10,000 grant to purchase 
supplies and meals for Kids’ Night Out.

School Stops for Summer, 
but Learning Never Should
By Jim Caccamo, League Community Advisor

Now that school is out, keep in mind that summer learning loss for our children 
is upon us. Parents, grandparents and those who care about our children’s 
education	should	take	steps	to	minimize	the	“summer	slide”	(also	known	as	

summer education loss) our children will invariably experience. 

Research demonstrates that the average summer education loss for students is 
approximately one month. Of course, the loss is greater for some students than others. 
Children from lower socioeconomic environments show the greatest losses, but 
children from middle and upper socioeconomic environments show losses as well.

Parents and families can be very instrumental in preventing the summer slide. For 
example, parents can implement a summer reading program for their children. The 
child’s teacher and the public library will have book lists that are appropriate for 
children of all ages. Also, remember to make summer reading a family affair; setting 
aside some time for family reading is a great idea, whether it be at nighttime before 
bed or listening to audio books on family car trips. 

Finally, those who don’t have children or have grown children can still make a 
difference in preventing education loss by volunteering to help a child read during 
the	summer.	Volunteer	opportunities	are	available	at	Kansas	City’s	Turn	the	Page,	
turnthepagekc.org. 

The summer slide is real. The solutions to making it not so problematic are easy. Get 
involved! You can make a difference.

Summer Learning Resources
Visit	thefamilyconservancy.org.	Click	on	“Resources.”

Jim Caccamo, Ph.D, 
is the Director of 
Early Learning 
and Head Start at 
the Mid-America 
Regional Council. 
His involvement with 
JLKCMO spans 
more than 30 years. 
Caccamo has also 
authored numerous 
publications on 
children, health and 
community issues.
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“I don’t have many opportunities to play with 
children in my professional and personal life, 
so it’s so much fun to come down here every 
month and get my ‘kid fix.’ The YMCA is such 
a great asset to this community and it’s truly 
rewarding to be a part of that.”
Mary Melton, YMCA Healthy Lifestyle 
Committee Chair

Stephanie Wilhite, YMCA Healthy 
Lifestyle Committee
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With a focus on holistic education, sustainable resources and healthy children, 
Kansas City Academy (KCA) compliments our impact area of Children’s 
Nutrition and Fitness. Since 2011-2012, the League has supported KCA 

with	$35,000	through	our	Community	Volunteers	&	Grants	program.	Funding	is	
used to purchase nutrition and fitness curriculum, equipment and supplies to expand 
the school’s garden program. Our volunteers also assist teachers and students with 
gardening, fitness programming and fundraising.

“The	Junior	League	partnership	allows	us	to	further	expand	with	new	programs.	We	
feel	so	lucky	to	be	connected	with	the	Junior	League,”	said	Kathy	Baldwin	Heitman,	
Principal at Kansas City Academy.

Because of this relationship, KCA provides their students and faculty with nutritious 
lunches made with fresh and healthy ingredients at a low cost. The best part of this 
program is the students help prepare the lunches, and along with League volunteers, 
help grow, maintain and harvest fresh vegetables and herbs from the garden. The 
League-funded garden helps provide about 15% of lunch food for the students. 

KCA also extends its healthy focus into the community through its Bistro Kids 
culinary program. For $5, guests can stop by the school to enjoy a tasty and nutritious 
lunch. They also cater outside the school, too. If you attended the February General 
Membership Meeting, perhaps you picked up a tasty wrap or a creamy smoothie. 
Those were just a few samples of the delicious food prepared by KCA students. 

League-Funded Garden 
Supports Culinary Program
By Holli Ellison, Kansas City Academy Chair 

C
o

m
m

unity

Becoming Healthy at 
DeLaSalle
By Kathleen Johansen, Inside Scoop Editor

As families walked into DeLaSalle Education Center on a late Saturday morning, 
they made their way to the multipurpose room. Inside was a makeshift kitchen 
featuring several work stations of different food items.

“Today	we	are	making	couscous	tacos,”	said	League	volunteer	Karen Dietze as she 
helped several families prepare the recipe.

The students looked puzzled, but then became intrigued over the little granules of 
wheat. The taco recipe, created by Harvesters, uses couscous as a nutritious, meat-free 
alternative to ground beef. For six weeks this past spring, seven DeLaSalle families 
learned about healthier eating habits and how to make nutritious Harvesters recipes 
from League volunteers. This cooking class is part of the same family dinner’s program 
the League and Harvesters have delivered to University Academy as part of Healthy U.

“Even	from	the	very	first	day	of	the	program,	the	families	became	engaged	to	try	new,	
healthy	dishes,”	said	Farrah Fink,	DeLaSalle	Education	Center	Chair.	“It’s	been	fun	
seeing	the	enthusiasm	on	their	faces.”

Through	our	Community	Volunteers	&	Grants	program,	DeLaSalle	received	$9,000	
this year to help support family dinners and fund the school’s garden and culinary  
arts programs. 

League volunteer Karen 
Dietze teaches DeLaSalle 
students how to properly chop 
tomatoes for their couscous tacos.

Tasty wraps made 
by KCA’s Bistro Kids 

culinary program.
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Past Presidents Reminisce
Past Presidents gathered together on April 7, 

2014, for an afternoon of sharing memories and 
learning about the current state of the League’s 

affairs. Marissa Schaffner, 2013-2014 President, hosted 
former League leaders for a luncheon at The American 
Restaurant. JLKCMO Presidents from 1970-71 through 

2012-13 were in attendance along with future office 
holders Julie Randolph (2014-2015) and Rachel 
Sexton (2015-2016). They shared personal stories about 
the League’s history, current community impact and 
their hopes for the next 100 years.
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Susan Belger Angulo, 1998-1999

“I’ve made so many friends and learned so much 
through my League placements. Without the 
opportunity to try new skills, I would have never 
recreated my career focus. I am forever grateful!”
Linda Cozad, 1992-1993

“Our 1992-1993 year was primarily focused 
on finding a new headquarters after winning our 
lawsuit several years before. We decided at my last 
meeting to purchase 9215 Ward Parkway.”
Jill Embry, 1988-1989

“During the next 100 years … What’s to  
stop us?”
Deb Feder, 2010-2011

“When you stop and realize the impact of the 
hours the League has dedicated, it really reminds 
you that every hour and every dollar has counted in 
our history.”
Barbara Gattermeir, 1979-1980

“There were many meaningful moments, 
but I think the meeting where we had a formal 
discussion as to whether we would go to open 
admission or not – several southern Leagues 
fought it, but finally changed. It was a wonderful, 
courteous discussion.”
Katie Gerson, 2004-2005

“I am proud of our foresight to build a fund 
to make a substantial gift to the community 
in honor of our 100th and honored to be the 
100th Anniversary Chair along with Active Jen 
Bennett.”
Laura Gregory, 1996-1997

“There was a press conference at Children’s 
Mercy Hospital which featured First Lady 
Hillary Clinton to launch the Reach Out and 
Read program. The Board donated $1,000 to the 
program and Ginny Curtin and I attended the 
event.”
Mary Kay Horner, 1974-1975

“My wish for the next 100 years is continued 
outstanding service in the community, continued 
excellent training for women and provision for 
some esprit de corps and opportunities to have 
fun.”

Vicky Leonard, 1978-1979

“One of my most meaningful moments came 
during the annual conference when my name tag 
identified me as President of the Junior League of 
Kansas City, Missouri. I was in awe of the privilege 
of representing such an outstanding organization 
of exceptional women as its President.”
Susan Palmer, 2000-2001

“My wish is for all members to view their 
involvement as a lifetime membership, a very rare 
and amazing opportunity.”
Katherine Schorgl, 2002-2003

“I knew the League was amazing before I became 
President, but during that year, I learned other 
community leaders and city officials understood 
the profoundly positive impact the League has had 
in Kansas City.”
Toni Stancil, 2007-2008

“Some favorite memories during my year were 
planning the 2008 AJLI Fall Conference and 
members voting to make Children’s Nutrition and 
Fitness our next impact area.”
Mina Steen, 1994-1995

“Enhanced offerings and community 
partnerships set our League apart and help us stay 
vibrant and effective in our Mission.”
Jerry Vaughan, 1970-1971

“My most meaningful moment was when 
we lifted the gates of membership – the secret 
committee was eliminated and Junior League had 
diversity for the first time since 1914.”
Rebecca Wilson, 2005-2006

“A few months into my presidency, Hurricane 
Katrina hit. Suddenly we were faced with a horrific 
and mind-numbing disaster affecting so many. I 
was so inspired as I watched our members spring 
into action, focusing on short-term, immediate 
help and also committing to help rebuild. Many 
times I was moved to tears as Junior League 
women throughout the country put their 
individual League needs aside to focus on our 
bigger community as a whole.”

Meaningful Moments Shared at Annual Luncheon …
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Congratulations to our 2013-2014 New Member Class 

Jenna Allred
Brooke Amos 
Laura Atkinson
Jennifer Barker
Halie Barnes 
Tracy Barnes 
Kathryn Baty 
Lindy Beyer
Caroline Bien
Jen Bjelich 
Catherine Blair 
Annie Booton 
Lyndsay Bruns 
Natasha Butler 
Chelsea Chaney 
Mary Cisetti 
Kelsey Coady 
Meryl Cooper 
Molly Cunningham 
Stephanie Davis 
Sophie Doroba
Fauna Ecker 
Nicole Edwards

Sara Eswein 
Amanda Ferguson
Emily Ferner
Taylor Ferraro 
Taryn Fisher
Kathryn Flanders
Cait Fore
Liz Freeman 
Kim Garber
Brenda Gaston
Carole Gleich
Jennifer Goodwin
Markie Greenway 
Katy Hagmeier 
Lindsey Hannah
Sarah Harris 
Vanessa	Henry
Emma Herwig 
Heather Hickerson
Karen Hile 
Jessi Joy 
Rachel Kabukala
Liz Karre 

Lindsay Kiely
Christine Lamb
Erin Lawless
Sushma Lueder 
Jennifer Lyon
Melanie Manning
Mallori Martin
Traci Martin
Laura McMurray 
Sally	McVey
Erinn Mellen
Kelly Mills 
Ellen Minshall 
Amy Morris
Dana Mustard
Rachel Neuland
Kristin Norell

Caitlin O’Byrne
Marissa Page
Lauren Paradise 
Danielle Pederson 
Megan Quick 
Courtney Raupp
Jill Reynoldson
Cheryl Robinette
Carrie-Lynn 
Rodenberg
Abbie Rothermich
Colleen Rowley
Jenna Sahli 
Lynn Sander
Sarah Scheilz
Courtney Schnefke
Catherine Schroeder

Sara Schulz
Jennifer Scott
Ashley Sharpe
Sarah Shern 
Megan Shipley 
Kris Smith
Sara Stockton
Maggie Terry
Kelli	Vanderwell
Lindsay	Vogtsberger
Maureen Walton
Tierney Weed 
Rory Welsh
Rachel Whitsitt 
Cortney Xiong

New Members Lindsay 
Kiely, Sara Stockton, 

Cheryl Robinette, Rachel 
Whitsitt and Sara Eswein 

learned about our impact 
area by helping stuff 

backsnacks for University 
Academy students. 

During a New Member retreat, Brady Walker’s 
New Member group won the marshmallow challenge 

by building the tallest free-standing structure (18 
inches!) using spaghetti sticks, tape, string and 

one marshmallow. Now that’s teamwork! (From 
left) Brady Walker, Markie Greenway, Ellen 

Minshall, Sally McVey and Carole Gleich.
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(From left) Kathryn Cotter 
(2012-2013 Transfer), Jennifer 
Braatz (Chair), Krista Tolsdorf 
and Abagail Pumphrey (both 
current transfers).  

2013-2014 New Member Facts
•	2,400	volunteer	hours	completed	in	

the community
•	309	volunteer	hours	completed	at	

Holiday Mart
•	450+	family	members	served	at	

Ronald McDonald House
•	12	Healthy	U	Family	Dinner	lessons	

taught to 22 University Academy 
families

•	250	University	Academy	students	
educated through New Member 
classroom projects
•	200	families	served	through	

Harvesters’ Meals for Minds
•	12	Our	League	at	Work	Tours	

attended with eight past/present 
agency partners

Welcome  
2013-2014 Transfers

Some moved very close while others traveled very far to join our League as 
Transfers this year. Transfer Education Chair Jennifer Braatz helped 11 ladies 
become familiar with the Kansas City area and learn more about our history. 

Transfers during the 2013-2014 League Year: Ashley Boswell, Laurel Bush, 
Meredith Cooper, Stacy Farr, Sara Inman, Carrie Kruse, Alex Meloccaro, 
Danadra Mitial, Candace Potter, Abagail Pumphrey and Krista Tolsdorf.

Some of their favorite activities this year included:

Cities of our  
2013-2014 Transfers

Washington, DC
Atlanta, GA
Indianapolis, IN
Manhattan, KS
Wichita, KS
Springfield, MO
St. Louis, MO
Durham/ 
Chapel Hill, NC
Norman, OK
Memphis, TN
Plano, TX

•	AMR	shifts	at	Holiday	Mart	(Learned	
about our signature fundraiser and 
shopped, of course!) 
•	January	Town	Hall	meeting	(Learned	

about our Mission and strategic plan 
for upcoming years.)

•	Group	Activities	(Volunteered	at	
the Ronald McDonald House and 
participated in happy hours and 
brunches.)
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Our local nonprofits do great work in the community. 
They run important operations such as domestic 
violence shelters or help less-fortunate children 

become ready to learn. But what happens when an 
unexpected expense occurs? It is extremely hard on 
nonprofits when funds are limited during the fiscal year, and 
yet so many rely on their services. In times of need, Kansas 
City nonprofits can turn to the League for small critical-
need grants through our Community Endowment Fund.

During the 2013-2014 League year, the Community 
Endowment Committee awarded $49,129.01 to assist 
13 agencies. Grants were used to help fulfill many needs 
from replacing air conditioning units to purchasing  
school uniforms. 

Here are some of the nonprofits we assisted this year:

Head Start
New dishwasher 

Heartstrings  
Community Foundation 
New air conditioning unit 

Newhouse
Treatment for bedbugs

reStart
New bunk beds

Rose Brooks Center 
Clothes and shoes for children 

Seton Center
Food for the pantry

The League established the Community 
Endowment Fund in 1988 through a 
$125,000 gift from Sustainer Helen 
Ridenour Riley. Want to help? A gift to 
this fund contributes to the future needs 
of the community. Donate at jlkc.org. 
Click	on	“Make	a	Donation.”

“Your fund makes a tremendous 
impact on the lives of many children 
who come here in crisis. Most do not 
have school uniforms with them, and 
if they do, they are often too small.” 
Amy Couture 
Development Manager-Grants 
Rose Brooks Center

Improving Our Community
Community Endowment Fund Comes to the Rescue

School uniforms for children staying 
at Rose Brooks Center.

New shoes for children staying at Rose Brooks Center.
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Women Empowered  
by the League
Meet League members Courtney Goddard and Betsy Lynch. They live and 

breathe our Mission and have taken their League experiences to further 
improve the community through their work with local nonprofits. Both were 

named 2014 Rising Stars of Philanthropy from Nonprofit Connect.

Courtney Goddard, joined the League in 2000 and is  
a Sustainer
Profession: Associate Vice President & General Counsel, 
Park University
What community fundraisers have you recently chaired? The Kemper Museum of 
Contemporary Art Gala and Southwest Boulevard Family Health CARE Champagne 
and Chocolate.

How does your volunteer work benefit the community? The Kemper Museum 
of Contemporary Art provides the Kansas City community free access to art and art 
education programming. I was so proud to help this organization raise more than 
$400,000 through the annual gala in October 2013. Champagne and Chocolate raises 
funds for Family Health CARE, which provides health services to residents in need.  

What is your proudest League accomplishment? When I chaired the Community 
Endowment Fund Committee, we awarded dozens of organizations emergency funds 
for needs like new high chairs for infants and toddlers in domestic violence shelters, 
a new van for a center for disabled children, and a new washer and dryer for another 
domestic violence shelter. I could go on and on and on.  

What draws women into joining the League? I believe that women join the 
League for the same basic reason which is to find ways to most effectively serve this 
community.   

Betsy Lynch, joined the League in 2007 and is the  
2013-2014 Director of Finance 
Profession: Bankruptcy Attorney, Lynch, Sharp & Associates, LLC
What community organization do you volunteer for? The work I am most 
proud of outside the League is the volunteer work I do with the Association for 
Women Lawyers of Greater Kansas City (AWL). I also volunteer for a variety of bar 
associations in the metro area and for many other local nonprofits.

Describe the work you do with them? I help AWL plan all networking events for 
membership and have chaired their largest fundraiser, the annual golf tournament 
twice. Under my leadership, the tournament raised more money than ever before 
($30,000 for both years). I attribute that largely to the League training I received. 

What skills has the League taught you? Without the training in fundraising, 
volunteer motivation and leadership education, I would not know how to chair a 
committee of volunteers. Everyone always thinks I’m so organized and I say it’s 
because of the League!

What do you feel is the most important role the League plays in Kansas 
City? Our donations of more than $14 million and 2.2 million volunteer hours over 
the years are an invaluable resource to Kansas City. Our 100th Anniversary gift of 
$1 million to the Kansas City Zoo helped them make vast improvements to a big 
attraction, which can also be a source of tourism revenue for the city and will enhance 
the zoo’s educational programming.  

In Leag
ue
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Mission Accomplished!
League completes three-year focus to enhance the 
membership experience 
By Dena Nash, Kate Rollinger-Bouyain and Tara Wiley, Membership 
Development Special Committee 

The Membership Development Special Committee was busy from hosting 
focus groups to creating new positions within the League. The committee 
began the summer of 2013 with a bang. They hosted 11 focus groups with 

more than 125 JLKCMO members in attendance. The groups examined the Active 
member requirements and found that our members had varying ideas on how to better 
the member experience in the League. After many proposed solutions, from a points 
system to a menu idea, the Membership Development Special Committee came to the 
conclusion that the proposed solutions would not justify a change.  The committee 
and Board agreed that membership requirements would remain the same. They 
recommended that the committee continue to focus on ways to enhance the member 
experience.  

One enhancement has been through our General Membership Meetings, making 
them more meaningful, entertaining and interactive to the members. A more intensive 
leadership training opportunity through the Advanced Leadership Certification Series 
has been initiated. These trainings have been extremely popular and everyone has 
been raving about the series and the ability to complete these over a two year period. 
More ideas from the focus groups were passed along to councils to implement over the 
coming years. 

The committee has accomplished so many things this year:

•	 All	the	trainings	this	year	fall	into	a	PDI	category.
•	 Creating	new	training	opportunities	like	Our	League	at	Work	Tours.
•	 Working	on	ways	to	enhance	the	placement	process.
•	 Increasing	recognition	of	members,	such	as	the	GEM	awards.
•	For	continuing	the	work	completed	over	the	last	three	years	two	new	strategy	

positions have been added—Membership Strategy Chair and a Training Strategy 
Chair. These two positions will collaborate on a regular basis constantly reviewing 
and improving our members’ experience. They will work with Planning Council’s 
Evaluations Chair and Members-At-Large.

The Membership Development Special Committee has worked hard to establish an 
evaluation system of the member experience that will continue into the future.
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PDI: The Heart of  
Our Mission

•	Promoting	voluntarism

•	Developing	the	
potential of women 

•	Improving	communities	
through the effective 
action and leadership 
of trained volunteers

General Membership Meetings 
were enhanced with both 

entertaining and educational 
programs this year. (From left 

to right) Sara Kelly, Jennifer 
Graves (General Meetings 

Chair), Amy Cochran, Jaclyn 
Emo and Angela Augur. 
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PDI – Take Action

Amy Tysseling, Karen Crnkovich and Jen Ray speak with 
Missouri House Representative Judy Morgan during Advocacy 
Day on February 19, 2014.

Mollie Bechtold, Starla Goss and Lindsay Kirkpatrick 
stuffed goodies into 100 Take Five VIP swag bags. 

During their AMR shift at 
Harvesters, League members 
used 1,368 pounds of rice to 
fill 684 bags for families. The 
food bank feeds 66,000 people 
a week and provides 37 million 
meals a year.

In Leag
ue

Kids in the Kitchen committee 
members Lacy Korte and Alison 
Stailey recruit League members during 
the Placement Fair held March 26, 
2014 at Headquarters.

Meagan Campbell deep cleans the 
kitchen during the 100th Anniversary 
Community Service Project at the Ronald 
McDonald House on April 12, 2014.

Little Leaguer Lexie 
Thomas with members 
Tricia Root, Robin 
Rowland (holding 
son Rick), Kathleen 
Johansen, Jacki Conn 
and Brandi Thomas 
(sitting with son Tristan) 
stuff the truck with 
donations for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of 
Greater Kansas City 
on March 29, 2014. In 
all, League members 
donated 1,000 pounds of 
clothing and household 
goods during the event. 
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Comings & Goings
A Warm Welcome to:
Ashley Boswell, who transferred in 

from Springfield, MO
Ellis Greenspon, who transferred 

in from St. Louis, MO
Sara Inman, who transferred in 

from Indianapolis, IN

Tara Bennett (S), who transferred 
in from Honolulu, HI

Janice Fellers (S), who transferred 
in from Chicago, IL

A Fond Farewell to:
Jennifer Crutchfield, who transferred 

out to San Francisco, CA
Berry Anderson (NM), who 

transferred out to Portland, OR

Our Deepest Sympathy to:
The family of Natalie Larrabee, who passed away on February 25, 2012
The family of Joanna MacLaughlin, who passed away on October 8, 2013
The family of Eleanor Walters, who passed away on January 19, 2014
The family of Margaret Sauer, who passed away on February 10, 2014
The family of Athelia Clingan, who passed away on February 16, 2014

Katherine Eitel and her husband, 
Layton, welcomed Austin Lee on 
July 3, 2013. Austin weighed 7 
pounds, 15 ounces and measured 
19.5 inches. Austin’s sibling is big 
sister Ashley.

Aubrey Holden and her husband, 
Jeff, welcomed Samuel Harlan on 
February 17, 2014. He weighed 9 
pounds, 6 ounces and measured 20 
inches.

Rachel Kabukala and her husband, 
Moise, welcomed Samuel Mwamba 
on January 19, 2014. Samuel 
weighted 9 pounds, 6.4 ounces.

Tiny Juniors
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Fashion 
Consultants 
Wanted 

Coming Later  
This Summer …

The 100th Anniversary 
Committee, with 
help from countless 
women in the League, 
is busy working on 
a commemorative 
magazine. Our 
Community, Our Story, 
Our Legacy: The First 
100 Years will hit 
member mailboxes this 
summer. The magazine 
will highlight activities 
celebrating our 100th 
Anniversary year. It will 
also showcase our past 
accomplishments, with 
plenty of pictures to 
illustrate our journey. 

Business opportunity that accommodates carpool pick-up and school 
breaks/summers off. Make new girlfriends, enjoy extra income as a 
Fashion Consultant doing Designer Women‘s Clothing Trunk Shows!
For more information: Leigh Curry, Fashion Consultant  
(803) 261-5370 or LeighGCurry@aol.com
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By The Numbers
League Trainings: Sew Much Fun!
By Kathleen Johansen, Inside Scoop Editor

Some might say it’s a lost art, but sewing is threading 
a	comeback	thanks	to	reality	TV	shows	like	Project 
Runway and Craft Wars.

One of the League’s earliest projects involved members 
sewing diapers for Children’s Mercy Hospital. It was 
unlikely they needed training as sewing skills were passed 
down from one generation to the next in the early 1900s. 
However, as decades passed, sewing eventually became 
impractical with the upsurge of clothing manufacturers and 
women entering the workforce.

During our 100th Anniversary this year, the Training 
Committee offered a sewing class to honor our history, but 
also	to	teach	our	members	a	new	skill.	It	“seams” to have 
been a hit. Nearly two dozen League members participated 
in the training and hopefully picked up a new hobby.

“We	are	so	proud	the	League	is	a	training-based	
organization. We believe that is what sets us apart from other volunteer 
organizations,”	said	Bettine Freeman,	Training	Chair.	“The	Training	
Committee this year focused its efforts on offering training sessions that 
supported	our	Mission	and	increased	League	knowledge.”

The Training Committee offered a variety of sessions for members to 
explore this year – from sewing and perfecting their golf swing to learning 
about fire safety and live theatre. The League also introduced two new 
programs this year: Advanced Leadership Certification Series (ALCS) and 
Our League at Work Tours.

“I	see	the	trainings	and	leadership	classes	as	a	great	opportunity	to	grow.	I	
always come away with something I didn’t know or a new perspective on an 
issue.	And	the	diversity	of	offerings	is	really	great,”	Jill Frasier said.

35 training 
sessions 

1,299 
training 
spots 

837 
training 
spots 
used 

72 
members 
attended 
the KC 

Repertory 
Theatre 
training 

– the 
highest 

attended 
training

11 trainings 
attended by 
Jill Frasier, 
the most by 
any League 

member 

2 new 
programs 

offered this 
year (ALCS 

and Our 
League at 

Work Tours)

6 members 
attended 

all six ALCS 
classes

Sew focused! Cristy Farrell uses a 
sewing machine to make a cosmetics 
bag at the Sewing Made Easy training 
on February 8, 2014.
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Make a gift to help ensure a strong future for the League. Funds 
will support opportunities to assist our members in becoming 
effective community volunteers. All gift amounts are welcomed 
and appreciated. 
More information available at jlkc.org. 
Click	on	“Make	a	Donation.”
“It’s	just	natural	to	invest	in	the	future of our 
organization – making sure it will be here for 
the	next	100	years.”	
Stacey Bishop 
Sustainer and 2011-2012 President 
100th Anniversary Legacy Fund Giving Circle

100th Anniversary  
Legacy Fund 


